Open Letter from CE instructors IANTD to IANTD HQ regarding the accident which took place on
January 5, 2017 in the Italian cave Fontanazzi.

This letter expresses the concern of IANTD instructors trainers associated in IANTD CE to report
published few days ago by IANTD HQ. The mentioned report contains an assessment of the fatal
accident which occurred in an Italian cave Fontanazzi on January 05th, 2017 during the course
conducted by Andrzej Kruczkowski. We encourage all those who support our position to submit their
signatures under the letter which we will send in a few days to IANTD HQ. This request applies only to
instructors and divers certified in IANTD. Please add your name, degree and certificate number IANTD
in the comments and it will appear under this appeal next to our signatures.

To Tom Mount, IANTD HQ, QA Board

On 13 March the letter was sent to all IANTD CE instructors containing new recommendations on
IANTD Instructors’ ethical behaviors and the commission’s decision on accident in the cave Fontanazzi.
This letter concerned us and therefore we ask You directly for clarification of Your decision.

IANTD CE has informed us that the QA Board did not found any evidence to doubt that Andrzej
Kruczkowski violated any standards during the ill-fated diving course culminating in the death of one
of the students. Per the decision of the QA Board and all IANTD CE all instructor and instructor trainers
to permissions of Andrzej Kruczkowski should be restored and the status changed to active. This
decision is incomprehensible for us and we are asking for the explanation. Most of us have trained tens
divers on different levels, both the cave and the technical and none of us can imagine conducting
training in this way. None of us can imagine planning a dive course in which students are diving at
intervals of minutes what causes that the students are left without any supervision by the instructor.
Especially during cave course. None of us can imagine conducting Intro to Cave training in the
Fontanazzi cave due to its difficulty (20 m corridors with the clip at the entrance). The description given
by one of the participant of that dive (candidate for a cave trainer) confirms that this dive was planned
just this way and then executed.

In our opinion it is, and nothing else, the cause of death of Krzysztof Betiuk during the course led by
Andrzej Kruczkowski. Once again we would like to emphasize that our knowledge regarding this diving
and diving plan comes from the public and official description of one of the participants who
participated in the ill-fated course (Wojciech Nowak - candidate for cave instructor).
We have no reason to believe that this description is false as in our opinion it is also charged Wojciech
Nowak. In addition, it has been made public immediately after the accident. Description of this diving
is accurate and detailed which further substantiate to us. Plan and behaviors described are so
customized that we do not believe that they are only a figment of Wojciech Nowak (never met in our
diving career with similar behaviors). Therefore, we turn to you with the question whether the diving
good practice and standards of IANTD instructor allow leave the student during the course without
supervision? Is planning the course assumes no possibility to control students is consistent with the
standards? Let us also add that the instructor even after finding the student was not able to help him
and bring him to the surface. The whole diving community in Poland knows the description of the
accident because one of the participant posted the description in internet where it can be still read.
Confronting this description with Your decision creates the impression that such behavior is in
accordance with the standards of good practice and IANTD diving promoted by IANTD. Us instructors’
trainers and IANTD instructors must face the situation caused by an explicit violation of the standards
during the course conducted by Andrzej Kruczkowski and sanction its actions through IANTD CE and
QA Board.



Therefore, we would like to request explanations on what basis QA Board’s issued this questionable
decision on Andrzej Kruczkowski.

Diving community in Poland, and not only in the IANTD is amazed with the decisions taken and expects
clarification on this matter. We assume that the lack of response from the IANTD CE, IANTD HQ and
QA Board will result in not only a huge loss of IANTD image in our region but mainly outflow instructors
and students to other organizations. Moreover, it affects the perception of IANTD as an organization
with high standards of moral and ethical organization where the welfare and safety of the student is
paramount.

Another issue which we would like to raise is a letter to sent recently to all our instructors regarding
our moral attitude. You write that negatively appreciate our attitude we had following the recent
issued report. Our statements were due to concern about what happened in Italy, both during the
course and immediately after the accident. We conclude that your assessment was based on the
Instructors’ public entries on social networks. You write that because of this You are tightening of
criteria for ethical behaviors and people who you recognized as too publicly discuss this and other
events might be removed from the IANTD organization if you would feel that these behaviors might
negatively impact IANTD. We want to clearly explain that our public statements were a reaction to the
lack of information from Andrzej Kruczkowski and IANTD CE and public reaction to the descriptions of
the event posted by one of the participants.

In our opinion, none of us crossed the line of good taste and none of us have and had no intention to
harm IANTD. We wish only that the matter was properly resolved because it will affect our future
operations and activities and perceptions of IANTD in the region and the world. The decision to
intensify the moral standards for public comments was received by the community as an attempt
closing to close us the mouth to people who wants a full explanation of the events and those who with
their experience and knowledge of the specifics of the cave can shed light on the whole situation. At
the same time, we are glad that You are following our activities on social networks because it means
that You also have access to the description of the case presented by the participants of the ill-fated
course, that contain blatant violations of standards and good diving practice. You can also verify the
information provided to IANTD that are distributed by the participants to the public.

We are also declaring that in our understanding of safety, high standards of moral and ethical as well

as understanding the nature of conducted trainings are the highest priority.

Sincerely:

1. Krzysztof Starnawski instruktor IANTD IT
2. Sebastian Popek instruktor IANTD IT

3. Tomasz Zabierek instruktor IANTD IT

4. Marek Cacaj instruktor IANTD IT

5. Roman Virt instruktor IANTD ITT

6. Sylwester Peknik instruktor IANTD ITT
7. tukasz Pidrewicz instruktor IANTD IT
INSTRUKTORZY

1. Adam Leslie Trimix & Tecnical Cave Instructor IANTD #8203
2. Piotr Sulewski Instruktor OC/CCR Norm TMX IANTD #8324



3. Robert takomski Instruktor IANTD #8670

4. Robert Prince Pawtowski Instruktor IANTD #8414

5. Radostaw Zajkowski Instruktor OC/CCR TMX IANTD #7343
6. Wojtek Komocki Instruktor IANTD #9092

7. Leszek Gimel Instruktor EANx IANTD #9534

8. Krzysztof Niecko Instruktor IANTD #104116

9. Grzegorz Bajor NTMX Instruktor IANTD #8672

10. Jacek Trembowelski Trimix Instructor IANTD #4646

11. Pawet Gatecki Instructor IANTD #9062

12. Michat RACHWALSKI CCR TMX Instructor IANTD #8586
13. Grzegorz Reder Advanced EANXx Instructor IANTD #7342
14. Jarek Kur instructor IANTD #5068

15. Robert Kalchert TMX Instruktor IANTD #5133

16. Tymek Podgdérczyk CCR TMX Inst IANTD #7779

17. Piotr Redkiewicz Technical Instructor IANTD #8872

18. Tomas Martinak Adv. EANXx Instructor IANTD #144552
19. Mirostaw Marciniak adv.ean. Instructor IANTD #8055
20. Krzysztof Smoliriski OC/CCR NTMX Instructor IANTD #9090
21. Ryszard Wolschendorf Instructor NTMX | IANTD #4047
22. Piotr Pidorewicz Instructor IANTD #140837

23. Hubert Grzybek Instructor IANTD #9025

24. Tomas Konarik Instructor IANTD #9191

25. Przemystaw Kaprzak Instruktor IANTD #8480

26. Jan Zajicek Advanced EANX Instructor IANTD #9124

27. Jakub Szuster TMX Instruktor IANTD #7942

28. Elzbieta Benducka trimix Instruktor IANTD #8352

29. Tomek Zalewa-Ramutkowski Adv.Rec.Trimix Instructor IANTD #8495
30. Magdalena Saugut Instruktor IANTD #9435

31. Piotr Opar EANX instructor IANTD #8943

32. Peter Macinski adv.-nx Instructor IANTD #9334

33. Pawet Poreba Technical Cave Instruktor IANTD #4945
34. Pawet Milanowski adv ean instruktor IANTD #8525

NURKOWIE

. Agata Wiesiotek IANTD nr #173621

. Jacek Kapczuk IANTD nr #119324

. Robert Much IANTD #161698, IANTD #142061

. Tomasz Wcidérka IANTD nr #171925

. Artur Mielcarek IANTD #144637

.Joanna Cacaj IANTD #168360

. Sebastian Wasowicz IANTD #160888

. Aleksandra Stepien IANTD #87759

. Marcin Krakowiak-Sitka IANTD #129033

10. Adam Stucki IANTD #7811

11. Tomasz Machalski IANTD #82529

12. Katarzyna Kaptan IANTD #82571

13. Honorata Szopa - CCR TMX Diver IANTD #164409
14. Ewa Kruk IANTD #165798

15. Tomasz Czubkowski - CCR TMX Diver IANTD #169568
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Pawet Seweryniuk ccr divers IANTD #185064
Rafat Rutkowski NTMX IANTD #175053

Chrystian Przybylski IANTD #99122

Wojciech Kuzia IANTD #171859

Andrzej Piekarski Adv EANx diver IANTD #179215
Robert Gruca IANTD #113186

Aleksandra Gruca cave diver IANTD #113187
Maciej Jarzabek IANTD #175712

Rajmund Kondys IANTD #99121

Irena Gilwatowska IANTD #165166

Tomasz Karczynski IANTD #133760

Michat Petelewicz CCR Insp MOD 1 IANTD #185090
Anna Podubinska IANTD #167168

Dawid Kwasniewicz IANTD #16231

Rafat Kur Adv. EANx IANTD #170088

Michat Piekarewicz cave diver IANTD #186434
Mariusz Czajka IANTD #168422

Renata Majchrzak IANTD #136356

tukasz Szymula CCR Trimix Diver IANTD #168417
Alexander Kirov IANTD #166921, #172430
Robert Malinowski IANTD #175731

Monika Kataréwna IANTD #171932

Konrad Stachowicz IANTD #171933

Dotdérz Adamczyk IANTD #138648

Tomasz Grygianiec IANTD #165173

Grazyna Mikulewicz IANTD #164529

Przemek Raczka IANTD #162909

Maciej Ortowski nTMX IANTD #141878

Maciej Bulkowski Cave Diver IANTD #163668
Marek Cichosz IANTD #123562

Arkadiusz Srebnik IANTD #144643

Dariusz Butka IANTD #116700

Maciej Chelchowski IANTD #173256

Piotr Krych Technical Cave Diver IANTD #169570
Maciej Rutka Expedition TMX Diver IANTD #67619
Stawomir Galas IANTD #87708

Mariusz Pawlewski rec tmx diver IANTD #144586
Tomasz Polanski CCR Trimix Diver IANTD #165782
Paulina Piotrowska IANTD #162856

Grzegorz Sierak adv eanx IANTD #117308
Tomasz Jezewski Cave Diver IANTD #163700
Panna Fontana cave diver IANTD #136918
Tomasz Siwy Normoxic Trimix Diver IANTD #115540

Sylwia Kutyta Adv Cave Side Mount Diver IANTD #169100

Piotr Rogulski IANTD #178607

Pawel Dubiel Adv Nitrox IANTD #162780
Michat Winek IANTD #82975

Iwona Naruszewicz IANTD #185076
Izabela Kacka IANTD #185046

Daniel Pastwa IANTD #112426

Anna Krusinska IANTD #102543
Sebastian Bodnar IANTD #162800
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Michat Gwizdz IANTD #119299

Katarzyna Leszczyriska IANTD #170146
Marzena Rudak-Stechlicka IANTD #170196
Izabela Rynkiewicz IANTD #169112

Jakub Pastucha IANTD #178629

Katarzyna Sierakowska-Wciérka IANTD #171924
Szymon Klause Adv EAN IANTD #135021
Dariusz Dynarzewski IANTD #8002

Michat Szlawski IANTD #62876

Gracjan Stec IANTD #164535

Tomasz Zapior IANTD #171917

Marta Maciejewska IANTD #176183

Kasia Zmuda IANTD #176211

Maciej Krolik IANTD #176212

Jacek Mazur IANTD #176316

Wojciech Skrebutenas IANTD #165787
Weronika Majewska IANTD #185039
Arkadiusz Géral IANTD #101040

Lukasz Lechowicz IANTD #67572

Dariusz Krol IANTD #165786

Marcin Fliss IANTD #140137

Maria Winek IANTD #168391

Ania Piwoni-Pidrewicz IANTD #115127
Radim Pelanek IANTD #167334

Piotr Niewinski IANTD #163693

Stas Janicki IANTD CCR NTD IANTD #179622
Bartosz Petrykowski IANTD #176151

Piotr Zadrowski CCR TMX IANTD #16901
Izabela Kruk IANTD #179112

Rafat Duda IANTD #184933

Marcin Bogu$ IANTD #178647

Pawet Oscik IANTD #169099

tukasz Potyra NTMX IANTD #77363

Pawet Drobot, adv ean IANTD #178798
Robert tuczak IANTD #179108

Agnieszka Bariatien tech cave cert IANTD #178640
Dariusz Szymanski IANTD #165693

Jacek Zgutka IANTD #101030

Monika Smolifiska OC/CCR Trimix Diver IANTD #119588
Michat Kochanowski Laren IANTD #69982
Maria Gotgbek-Pastwa IANTD #122942
tukasz Pastwa IANTD #164472

Pawet Gatgzka IANTD #70168

Maciej Marcinkowski Normoxic TMX IANTD #170037
Jacek Zaba IANTD #165660

Igor Bartoszewicz IANTD #160894

Jan Hanus NTMX CAVE IANTD #136236
Daniel Kafka ccr tmx IANTD #59994

Agata Isajew IANTD #176130

Piotr Paulo IANTD #161699

Agnieszka Magdziak- Checiiska IANTD #164467
Pawet Checinski IANTD #168423
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Tomasz Zabski IANTD #165073

Sylwia Karas - CCR Diver IANTD #175654

Sebastian Predki IANTD #118090

Ryszard Rell IANTD #175732

Piotr Karas CCR Diver IANTD #175655

Piotr Ginter - Tmx CCR Diver IANTD #165455

Michat Marek IANTD #165121

Adam Borkowski IANTD #122196

Grzegorz Mizerka Tech Cave & Wreck Diver IANTD #139865
Pawet Zapior IANTD #171918

Michat Binkowski NTMX IANTD #136289

Michat Dusza nTMX IANTD #160851

Pawet Nowacki IANTD #138519

Pawet Boruta CCR Diver IANTD #167237

Jacek Romaniski CCR nTrimix IANTD #160895

Katarzyna Ziemiska nTMX, Technical Cave IANTD #144512
Krzysztof Burza TMX ,CCR DIVER IANTD #100885

Martin Vrabec CAVE Diver IANTD #123494

Mariusz Zakrzewski TMX Diver IANTD #7767

139.Tomek Dabrowa IANTD # 119300
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Mateusz Filipp Technical Cave Diver IANTD #9705
Anna Ciura IANTD #170195

Arkadiusz Pers IANTD #121448

Radostaw Bieliriski IANTD #110070

Adam Jaworski IANTD #160900

Dariusz Zaremba IANTD #176171

Maciej Ogrodnik IANTD #170199

Andrzej Holka IANTD #119594

Bartosz Ciomcia TMX DIVER IANTD #144591
Grzegorz Chimak IANTD #170200

Tomasz Trebacz Trimix Diver IANTD #62809
Anna Satapata IANTD#8124

Jacek Satapata IANTD #115129

Grzegorz Garwolinski IANTD#6934



